
Approved Minutes

Kilmer PTA General Meeting

September 12, 2019

9:30 a.m.

In attendance:

Michelle Ramos, Michelle Boback, Julie Jenkins, Mollie Regan, Melissa Hauber, Neha Desai, Tara

Holtaway, Shirley Alexander, Megan Schoepf, Isabel Berio, Jill Niehus, Michelle Thompson, Anya Royak,

Evis Hudson, Ellen Bloom, Lisa Ackerman, Anne Neuman, Tasneem Kazi, Erin Tavernier, Jennifer Abbot,

Anita Budhrani, Lorena Paredes, Zhuzhu Moore, Andrew Shatokhin, Denelle CoJlazo, Jim McElveen,

Deborah David, Fred Amico

Call to order:

Michelle Ramos called the meeting to order at 9:35. She introduced the PTA officers and faculty

representative Jim McElveen.

Faculty reports:

Jim McElveen thanked the PTA for what it has done to make the faculty and staff feel welcome in the

new school year. He reminded PTA members about the approaching deadline for purchasing a yearbook

at the discounted price and gave an update on the National Junior Honor Society (NJHS) selection

process. He added that he is looking for people from the community to work as partners with the NJHS

during the year.

Vice Principal Deborah David spoke about the upcoming "Team Day" slated for September 17. Students

will spend much of the event inteam-building activities, and instructional time will be shortened on that

day.

Interim Principal Fred Amico introduced himself and gave an update on the upcoming Back to School

Night. He said that he plans to introduce theme days and to incorporate more of the students' ideas to

make school more fun. He is also planning a series of "town hall" meetings and lunches so that he can

get to know the students and hear from them directly.

Mr. Amico is currently assessing the school's technology needs, which he said are substantial. He is

working on a capital improvement plan and wants to update the classroom projectors used throughout

the school.

He reported on the outdoor learning classroom being constructed by a local Boy Scout. A lockdown drill

had taken place this morning, and Mr. Amico said Kilmer is expected to have four such drills during the

school year. He told attendees that a "Kilmer Night" is planned at a Marshall football game in October.

He commented that he has been impressed by the level of instruction and student engagement at

Kilmer and is glad to have been placed here as an interim administrator.



Approval of minutes from last meeting:

A quorum was established and proposed minutes from the May 30 meeting were reviewed. Erin

Tavernier moved to approve the minutes and Zhuzhu Moore seconded the motion. The minutes were

approved in a voice vote.

Committee reports:

Melissa Hauber of the Audit Committee reviewed the five recommendations made by the committee

regarding debit card usage, expenditure documentation, financial controls, treasurer's reports and

reconciliation. Michelle Ramos said that the board has already put all the recommendations into

practice. Erin Tavernier moved to approve the audit report, and Evis Hudson seconded the motion. The

audit report was approved by voice vote.

Tara Holtaway of the Reflections Committee explained the Reflections competition and said the due

date for submissions is October 18. She reminded attendees that entries must be compliant with

competition rules and that a decorated box designated for submissions is in the school office.

Anne Neuman, chair of the Dining for Dollars Committee, explained the Dining for Dollars program and

said the committee has planned for three fundraisers this year. The committee is looking for volunteers

to hand out fliers at Kilmer on the day of each event. Volunteers are also needed to be at the restaurant

for a short stint during each of the Dining for Dollars fundraisers.

Michelle Ramos reported on behalf of the Be Green and Giving Committee, which delivers unused food

donated from students' lunches to Secord Story, a nearby yoGth shelter and services center. The

committee is looking for more volunteers to deliver food to Second Story once a week.

Michelle Ramos recognized the efforts of the Hospitality Committee to welcome Kilmer's faculty and

staff with amuch-appreciated breakfast and lunch in the days before school started. She also recognized

School Store Committee Chair Jo Neuber's efforts in cleaning and organiz;ng the store. Jo has asked for

more volunteers to work in the store during the A/Band C/D lunch periods. Volunteer slots are

available on Tuesdays and Fridays.

Michelle Ramos updated the group on the Membership Committee's efforts and noted that

membership dues are the primary source of PTA funds. Membership is off to a good start, with more

than 200 parent members at this point. Forty Kilmer staff members have signed up, and she hopes for

more faculty and staff to join.

Michelle Ramos also reported on behalf of the Educational Rebates Committee and said that the Box

Tops program is transitioning to a digital application. She encouraged parents to add the app to their

phones so that they can scan the Box Tops and submit them online to earn money for Kilmer. Every

valid Box Top is worth 10 cents for the school.
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Michelle Boback added that the Amazon Smile program is another easy way to earn money for Kilmer.

Once a person sets it up, Kilmer can be the default recipient and earn a percentage of the purchase price

for every Amazon purchase made. Instructions on how to set up Kilmer as the designated recipient of

the Amazon Smile program can be found in the PTA newsletter and on the website.

Michelle Ramos said that there will be an October fundraiser to help Marshall High School students pay

for their spring All-Night Grad celebration. This year's fundraiser is a basketball game that will feature

local teachers playing against the Harlem Wizards. Kilmer's own Mr. Kenney has volunteered to play on

the teachers' team. Our school will receive a portion of the proceeds from tickets sold to Kilmer

students.

New business•

Michelle Ramos said that the Kilmer Health Room is looking for volunteers to assist in upcoming

screenings of seventh graders.

There was a question about the scheduling of PTA meetings and about the PTA's efforts to include

families who speak different languages. Michelle Ramos reminded the group that PTA meetings

alternate between mornings and evenings so that teachers can attend and to give all parents a chance

to participate in meetings. Membership materials have been translated into four languages to help

expand the PTA's outreach to all parents and guardians. There was a question from the floor followed

by some discussion regarding Kilmer's position on a school ranking website.

Michelle Ramos announced that the next general meeting will be on Thursday, October 10 at 7:00 p.m.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:25.

Respectfully submitted by Mollie Reg~r, PTA secretary.
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